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[571 ABSTRACT

An apparatus and method provides synchronous communi-
cation in a communication environment (102) wherein mul-
tiple base stations are adapted to operate on the same
frequencies. In particular. the base stations which operate
within range of one another must be coordinated to mini-
mize interference with other base stations which may oth-
erwise operate independently. Each base station operating in
a system will determine whether another base station oper-
ating on the same frequencies is within range (310). One of
the base stations will assume a role as a master and the
remaining base station will then synchronize to the master
base station (312). The preferred methods for synchronizing
the base stations includes signaling protocols (702. 902) and
collision avoidance techniques for digital multiple access
communication systems.
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